VIII
HATRED AND LOVE

THE VIOLENCE with which even well-
wishers abroad reacted to the Trotskyist trials
was completely incomprehensible to the Soviet

Disappoint- citizens. I have already referred to the deep
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democrats disappointment and the despair or many who

had seen in the Soviet Union the fulfilment of
their democratic dreams, the last stronghold of
civilisation before its collapse, and who now,
since they were unable to free themselves from
their own conceptions of democracy, were
stripped of all their illusions as a result of these
" arbitrary and terrorist trials/3

For many this disappointment was certainly

honest. Nevertheless,, there are also intellectuals

vridiraird to w^om ** was welcome. The violence with

to the Soviet which these people reacted to the trials un-
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doubtedly springs from some innermost part of
their being impervious to the dictates of reason.